
June 29, 2026

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

We write to urge EPA to reconsider its proposals to eliminate the 2024 National Drinking Water 
Standards for four PFAS forever chemicals and to allow water utilities to opt-in to an extension 
of the compliance deadline for the remaining two standards by two years to 2031. These 
standards regulate and set legally enforceable limits to protect millions of Americans from unsafe
levels of PFAS in their drinking water. Rescinding and delaying these standards is dangerous and
undermines the core purpose of the Safe Drinking Water Act, which is to provide communities 
with clean and safe drinking water.

PFAS contamination affects communities across the country. These forever chemicals persist in 
our environment and can accumulate in our bodies. Nearly 98% of Americans have PFAS 
detectable in their blood, and as of March 2026, about 176 million Americans drink water 
contaminated with PFAS.1 While this Administration is investing nearly $1 billion dollars from 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to states to address PFAS in drinking water, rolling back these 
standards and extending the compliance deadline risks exacerbating the PFAS crisis across the 
country and fails to address this public health problem.

The 2024 Drinking Water Standards established an enforceable maximum contaminant level 
(MCL) standard of four parts per trillion for two of the more widespread and harmful PFAS 
variants, PFOS and PFOA. It also regulated other known toxic PFAS (PFNA, PFHxS, and 
GenX) with health-based enforceable MCL standards of ten parts per trillion each. In addition, 
EPA set a mixture-based hazard-index for these three PFAS and PFBS that sets a limit for the 
total amount of these four PFAS in any combination. It required that public water systems 

1 “Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) exposure in the U.S. population: NHANES 1999–March 2020” 
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monitor for PFAS, notify the public of PFAS, and reduce PFAS in drinking water through 
phased-in approaches.

The 2024 Drinking Water Standards were finalized in response to EPA’s own extensive scientific 
research and analysis consisting of hundreds of scientific studies that overwhelmingly point to 
associations between PFAS exposure and serious health effects, including high cholesterol, 
kidney cancer, decreases in birth weight, and immune suppression. EPA also received extensive 
input from the public on these standards during the comment period and issued an exhaustive 
response to the comments that spanned over 4,500 pages. EPA’s conclusions on the toxicity of 
these PFAS are well in line with other authoritative evaluations, including those conducted by 
the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Michigan, California, New 
Jersey, Canada, and the European Union.

By EPA’s own estimates, the Drinking Water Standards would protect as many as 105 million 
Americans from exposure to PFAS in their drinking water, prevent thousands of deaths, and 
reduce tens of thousands of serious PFAS-attributable illnesses. In its analysis, EPA also cited 
substantial economic benefits from the Standards, estimating cost savings of $1.17 billion in 
avoided health costs, though the agency noted it only considered three health effects, and many 
additional health benefits were not quantified in this estimate. More comprehensive economic 
analyses have estimated PFAS-related health care costs up to $60 billion per year.2 Finalizing the 
2024 Standards was a critical step in keeping PFAS out of homes and communities. Rescinding 
and delaying the standards will do nothing to alleviate the economic and health burden on 
families and individuals who are exposed to PFAS contamination.

EPA’s decision to limit monitoring and treatment solely to PFOA and PFOS will not be sufficient
to protect against exposure to and harms associated with other PFAS, including the four PFAS 
the agency is proposing to remove protections for. Not all PFAS contamination can be predicted 
by the presence of PFOA and PFOS.

Additionally, newer generation, short chain PFAS, like GenX and PFBS, are more difficult to 
remove from drinking water than PFOA and PFOS. If water systems are only focused on 
removing PFOA and PFOS, they may opt to install treatments that are insufficient to fully 
address the PFAS that are present. This will leave communities unprotected and waste resources 
while not fully addressing the problem.

Safe drinking water should never be a luxury or a legal debate. For families facing PFAS 
contamination, this is about the water they pour into a glass, cook with, and give to their 
children. America should be moving faster to get PFAS out of our drinking water—not giving 
families more years of uncertainty and harm. We will not stand by while protections are 

2 “Evaluating the Full Cost of PFAS.” Institute for Policy Integrity. October 14, 2025. Retrieved from: 
https://policyintegrity.org/publications/detail/evaluating-the-full-cost-of-pfas.



weakened and working families are left waiting. We will continue fighting to protect clean water,
hold polluters accountable, and put public health ahead of the interests that created this crisis.

We urge EPA to reconsider its proposals to eliminate and delay the 2024 National PFAS Drinking
Water Standards and meaningfully protect Americans from PFAS contamination.

Sincerely,

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Patrick Ryan
Member of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress



Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

Adelita S. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress



Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress



Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Member of Congress



Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress



Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

George Whitesides
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress



Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Herbert C. Conaway, Jr.
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress



Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter, M.D.
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress



Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Steny H. Hoyer
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Glenn F. Ivey
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress



Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress


