Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, OC 20515

April 28, 2026

The White House

Office of the President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

This letter expresses our significant concern with your remarks about allowing Chinese
automakers access to the United States market.! We urge your administration to take any and all
decisive action necessary to prevent such entry.

As you prepare for your upcoming summit with the President of the People’s Republic of China,
any effort to lower barriers for Chinese automobiles or otherwise facilitate their entry into the
U.S. market would pose a direct threat to American manufacturing, workers, and national
security. This must remain a firm and non-negotiable priority.

The U.S. auto industry is the backbone of American manufacturing. It supports approximately 10
million jobs and accounts for 5 percent of our gross domestic product (GDP).? It sustains a vast
and interconnected manufacturing base — from steel and semiconductors to parts suppliers and
advanced technologies — that supports economic growth and middle-class jobs in communities
across our country.

The Chinese auto industry does not compete on a level playing field.” It is driven by a state-
directed strategy to dominate global markets through government subsidies, below-market
financing, and non-market behavior across the supply chain. These advantages are compounded
by exploitative labor practices, including suppressed wages, lack of worker protections, and
credible reports of forced labor, creating structural advantages that no American company
operating under fair labor standards can match.
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These practices have already reshaped the global auto market. In 2025, China exported more
than 8 million vehicles.* Chinese brands now account for roughly 62 percent of the global
electric vehicle market.” Their vehicles, which are heavily subsidized and often priced far below
market rates, are rapidly expanding across South America, the Middle East, Europe, and other
emerging markets, capturing market share and reshaping the global auto industry.°

China is actively positioning itself to bypass U.S. trade protections by expanding its presence in
North America. In Mexico, Chinese vehicle imports have surged from 2021 to 2025.” In Canada,
recent policy changes have significantly lowered tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, allowing
tens of thousands of vehicles into the Canadian market annually under a quota system,
potentially reaching 70,000 vehicles per year by 2030." These developments raise serious
concerns that Chinese automobiles could establish a foothold in Canada and seek to move into
the United States market, and these trends create a clear and urgent risk that Chinese automakers
are looking to use Canada and Mexico as a backdoor into the United States under the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA).

Chinese-owned or controlled vehicles, regardless of where they are assembled, must not be
permitted to enter our market through USMCA or any other mechanism. Allowing such
circumvention would undermine existing tariffs, weaken trade enforcement, and erode policies
designed to support domestic manufacturing.

There are real national security implications, as today’s vehicles are increasingly connected,
capable of collecting and transmitting sensitive data about drivers, infrastructure, and
surrounding environments. The U.S. Department of Commerce has already recognized the risks
posed by Chinese-connected vehicle technologies, including the potential for surveillance, data
exploitation, and remote interference.” These risks are inherent and cannot be mitigated once
embedded in our transportation network.
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We have consistently worked to confront these threats by supporting strong trade enforcement,
pushing for restrictions on Chinese-connected vehicle technologies, and advocating for policies
that protect American workers and domestic manufacturing. This is a bipartisan issue that is
about protecting our industrial base, our workforce, and our national security, and we urge your
administration to:

e Maintain and strengthen existing tariffs and trade enforcement measures on Chinese
automakers and automobiles;

e Ensure that Chinese automakers cannot establish manufacturing operations in the United
States or use North American production as a backdoor into the U.S. market;

e Explicitly prohibit vehicles produced by Chinese-owned or controlled entities in Canada
or Mexico from qualifying for USMCA benefits or entering the United States;

e Accelerate and expand restrictions on Chinese-connected vehicle technologies across all
vehicle classes; and

e Work with allies to counter China’s coordinated effort to dominate the global auto
industry through non-market practices.

We must not cede the American auto industry to a strategic competitor intent on global
dominance. The consequences for American workers, our supply chains, our national security,
and our communities would be profound and irreversible. Therefore, we urge you to take clear
and decisive action to ensure that Chinese automakers are not permitted to enter the United
States market in any capacity.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Debbie Dingell > Ro Khanna
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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