
December 19, 2022

 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary Secretary
U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Department of State
301 7th Street, S.W. 2201 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Mayorkas and Secretary Blinken:

We  urge  you  to  redesignate  Temporary  Protected  Status  (TPS)  for  Yemen  and  extend  the
designation  by  18  months.  Yemen’s  TPS  designation  is  set  to  expire  March  3,  2023,  and
conditions  there  necessitate  extending  and  redesignating  TPS  for  Yemen.  Continued  armed
conflict, the end of a United Nations (UN)-brokered ceasefire on October 3, 2022, and ongoing
famine make safe return to the country impossible. It is vital for the lives and safety of Yemeni
nationals currently in the United States to extend and redesignate TPS for Yemen.

Congress created  TPS to protect  nationals  of countries  experiencing ongoing armed conflict,
environmental  disaster,  or  other  extraordinary  conditions  preventing  the  safe  return  to  their
country of origin.1 Yemen is in its eighth year of a war that has claimed an estimated 377,000
lives; caused severe famine; energy shortages; and more.2 The United Nations Population Fund
(UNPF)  estimates  23.4  million  people—nearly  75  percent  of  Yemen’s  population—have
required  some  form  of  humanitarian  assistance  in  2022.3 19  million  Yemenis  need  food
assistance,  of  which  7.3  million  are  coping with  emergency  levels  of  hunger,  including  2.2
million  children  that  are  acutely  malnourished.4 As the  war  continues  to  afflict  the  country,
redesignating  and  extending  TPS  protections  for  Yemenis  in  the  United  States  remains  of
paramount importance.  Failure to do so would force the more than 1,000 Yemenis currently
under TPS to face insurmountable circumstances.

Since  its  initial  designation  in  2015,  TPS  for  Yemen  has  been  extended  four  times  and
redesignated twice, including under this Administration. The history of consecutive bipartisan
TPS extensions underscores the severity of the ongoing war and humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
The same extraordinary and temporary conditions that led to these determinations—including
armed  conflict—remain,  rendering  the  safe  return  of  Yemenis  residing  in  the  United  States
impossible.

1 P.L. 101-649, Sec. 302a, Sec. 422A. (b)(1)(a)
2 UNDP. “Assessing the Impact of War in Yemen: Pathways for Recovery” Report by UNDP in Yemen, 2021, 
November https://www.undp.org/yemen/publications/assessing-impact-war-yemen-pathways-recovery. 
3 United Nations. (n.d.). Yemen: One of the world's largest humanitarian crises. United Nations Population Fund. 
Retrieved November 3, 2022, from https://www.unfpa.org/yemen  
4 United Nations. (2022, October 2). Yemen crisis. UNICEF. Retrieved November 3, 2022, from 
https://www.unicef.org/emergencies/yemen-crisis  



Accordingly, we urge you to extend TPS for Yemen for the 18-month maximum; redesignate
TPS for eligible Yemeni nationals; publish a timely Federal Register Notice; and launch a public
information campaign to notify the impacted community of the decision and any actions they
must  take by January 2,  2023.  We call  for a  minimum 180-day registration  period  for  both
current TPS holders and those who would benefit under redesignation. This determination would
directly demonstrate the United States’ enduring commitment to human rights and honors the
dignity, humanity, and contributions of the Yemeni community in the United States. We thank
your administration for its commitment to the safety and security of Yemeni people residing in
the United States. 

Sincerely,

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress



Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

David E. Price
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress



Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Alan Lowenthal
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Andy Levin
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress



Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Mondaire Jones
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress


