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To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the assignment of patient
advocates at medical facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

(Original Signature of Member)

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. MOOLENAAR introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the
assignment of patient advocates at medical facilities of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-

poses.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Veterans Patient Advo-
5

cacy Act”.
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SEC. 2. ACCESS FOR RURAL VETERANS TO PATIENT ADVO-

[E—

CATES AT MEDICAL FACILITIES OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7309A of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—
(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as
subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-

O o0 9 N »n B~ W

lowing new subsection (e):

[S—
)

“(e) ACCESS TO PATIENT ADVOCATES FOR RURAL

[E—
[

VETERANS.—The Director shall ensure that rural vet-

[a—
(\9}

erans may access the services of patient advocates, includ-

[S—
(V)

ing, to the extent practicable, with respect to assigning

[E—
A

patient advocates to rural community-based outpatient

[a—
W

clinies.”.

[S—
(@)}

(b) IMPLEMENTATION DATE.—The Secretary of Vet-

[S—
3

erans Affairs shall ensure that subsection (e) of such sec-

[a—
o0

tion, as amended by this section, is implemented not later

[S—
\O

than two years after the date of the enactment of this Act.
20 (¢) GAO REPORT.—Not later than two years after
21 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
22 General of the United States shall submit to the Commit-
23 tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives
24 and the Senate a report evaluating the implementation

25 under subsection (b).
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H. R. __

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the assignment of patient advocates at medical facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.




IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Moolenaar introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________




A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the assignment of patient advocates at medical facilities of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the “Veterans Patient Advocacy Act”. 


SEC. 2. Access for rural veterans to patient advocates at medical facilities of Department of Veterans Affairs.

(a) In general.—Section 7309A of title 38, United States Code, is amended— 


(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the following new subsection (e):

“(e) Access to patient advocates for rural veterans.—The Director shall ensure that rural veterans may access the services of patient advocates, including, to the extent practicable, with respect to assigning patient advocates to rural community-based outpatient clinics.”.

(b) Implementation date.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that subsection (e) of such section, as amended by this section, is implemented not later than two years after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) GAO Report.—Not later than two years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives and the Senate a report evaluating the implementation under subsection (b).





  
    G:\M\19\MOOLEN\MOOLEN_045.XML XXXXX XXXXX 3/5/2025 16:58 XXXXX 03/05/2025 4:54 PM  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXX   975641|1  
  
 [Discussion Draft] 
    ~118H808 
 (Original Signature of Member) 
 [DISCUSSION DRAFT] 
  
  
 
  
 I 
 119th CONGRESS  1st Session 
 H. R. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
  Mr. Moolenaar introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on ______________ 
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  (e) Access to patient advocates for rural veterans The Director shall ensure that rural veterans may access the services of patient advocates, including, to the extent practicable, with respect to assigning patient advocates to rural community-based outpatient clinics. .
  (b) Implementation date The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that subsection (e) of such section, as amended by this section, is implemented not later than two years after the date of the enactment of this Act.
  (c) GAO Report Not later than two years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives and the Senate a report evaluating the implementation under subsection (b). 
 


