Congress of the United States

Washington, BEC 20510

August 3, 2022

The Honorable Michael Regan
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Regan:

Since your confirmation, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has taken the first
truly meaningful actions to protect human health and our environment from per-and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), and we thank you for your leadership. But aggressive action
is still needed to jump start the clean-up of contaminated sites nationwide. Therefore, we urge
the EPA to move swiftly to finally designate the two most notorious and common “forever
chemicals”—perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS)—as
hazardous substances under Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA).

In October 2021, President Biden announced “accelerated efforts” across the government
to tackle PFAS, including plans to propose PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances.! We
appreciate the urgency with which your agency is recognizing the contamination crisis caused by
decades of unregulated releases of these toxic chemicals. Additionally, we were pleased to hear
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is on track to decide on CERCLA designation for
these chemicals in its PFAS Strategic Roadmap.

PFAS pollution threatens thousands of communities, including military sites and low-
income and communities of color who, through no fault of their own, are confronting harmful
health effects and significant clean-up cost. But the EPA has yet to designate PFOA and PFOS
as hazardous substances. Further delay will pose unacceptable, continued risks to these
communities and the surrounding environment.

As you know, the designation of a substance as hazardous under CERCLA does not ban
its use, and many such chemicals to this day remain in commerce and are widely used in
commercial products. However, coupled with other broad-based actions needed to tackle
additional PFAS, the designation of PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances is an important
first step toward helping hold polluters accountable, encouraging more responsible stewardship
of forever chemicals, and cleaning up contaminated sites.

! FACT SHEET: Biden-Harris Administration Launches Plan to Combat PFAS Pollution, October 18, 2021.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/18/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-
launches-plan-to-combat-pfas-pollution/
> House Energy and Commerce Committee hearing entitled, "The Fiscal Year 2023 EPA Budget." Tuesday, May 17,

2022. https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-the-fiscal-year-2023-epa-budget
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/18/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-launches-plan-to-combat-pfas-pollution/

Page 2

We are grateful for your commitment and efforts to address the PFAS crisis in the United
States. As more and more communities nationwide discover PFAS contamination, the greater
the need grows for federal action. We urge you and the administration to follow through on your
commitment by designating the two most harmful “forever chemicals”—PFOA and PFOS—as
the hazardous substances we know they are as expeditiously as possible.

Thank you for your attention and consideration of this important request.
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CC: Shalanda Young, Director, Office of Management and Budget



